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Sen. Clinton ASUM to help with Elton John fundraising
claims three
primaries
Alex Sakariassen
Montana Kaimin

David Espo
Associated Press
WASHINGTON – Hillary
Rodham Clinton scored comeback
primary wins in Ohio, Texas and
Rhode Island Tuesday night,
denting Barack Obama’s delegate
lead in a riveting Democratic
presidential race. Arizona Sen. John
McCain, an unﬂinching supporter
of the war in Iraq, clinched the
Republican nomination.
Clinton’s three triumphs ended
a month of defeats for the former
ﬁrst lady, and she told jubilant
supporters, “We’re going on, we’re
going strong and we’re going all
the way.”
Obama won the Vermont
primary, and sought to counter
Clinton’s claims that the night had
been a race-altering event. “We
have nearly the same delegate
lead as we did this morning and
we are on our way to winning this
nomination,” he told supporters in
Texas.
The two rivals also competed
for support in caucuses in Texas
that began 15 minutes after the
state’s primary polls closed.
Both Democrats called McCain
— a Senate colleague — to
congratulate him on his triumph in
the Republican race.
The
71-year-old
Arizona
senator surpassed the 1,191
delegates needed to win his
party’s nomination, completing a
remarkable comeback that began
in the snows of New Hampshire
eight weeks ago. President Bush
invited him to lunch — and an
endorsement — at the White
House on Wednesday.
“We are in Iraq, and our most
vital security interests are involved
there,” said McCain at a victory
See ELECTION, page 5

The
Adams
Center
administration has called on
ASUM President Dustin Leftridge
and Vice President Tara Ness to
aid in raising a $75,000 donation to
the Elton John’s AIDS Foundation,
and the student leaders have
answered the call with a video
game, “Mario Kart 64.”
Leftridge and Ness said Tuesday
that ASUM is hosting a Mario
Kart 64 Tournament on campus to
lend a hand in the AIDS donation
and increase AIDS awareness
at the University of Montana.
Registration for the tournament,

which begins March 18, is $8
per person and opens today, Ness
said.
“I think they (the Adams
Center) understand perfectly that
we’re not going to get too much
money, but it’s that we’re able to
help out,” Ness said.
The $75,000 donation is part
of an agreement now under
negotiation between the Adams
Center and John’s agent at the
Howard Rose Agency. Under the
agreement, the Adams Center is
required to present the donation to
the AIDS Foundation by or shortly
after the April 11 concert.
Leftridge said conversations
about how to secure John’s return

to Missoula began just after
last September’s John ticketing
ﬁasco, when the Adams Center’s
ticket-sales plan left hundreds of
prospective concert goers angry
and ticketless at GrizTix outlets as
most tickets were sold online in a
matter of minutes. This semester,
the Adams Center administration
has conducted three meetings
speciﬁcally to discuss ASUM’s
role in the AIDS donation. ASUM
representatives have been present
at two of these meetings, Leftridge
said.
“When we were approached and
kind of asked to help the Adams
Center with AIDS awareness, we
saw it as an opportunity to get the

students involved,” he said.
Leftridge and Ness said Adams
Center director Mary Muse was
upfront about where the donation
would go, to John’s charity. The
two were glad to help bring John
back to UM, as Leftridge had
watched from his ofﬁce as hundreds
of students were turned away from
the Source in the University Center
during the September 2007 John
ticket sales, Leftridge said.
“When the whole ticketing
debacle went down, I was very
upset,” he said. “The people
that got screwed … were the
students.”
Leftridge and Ness agreed that
See DONATION, page 5

Suicide prevention

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

Student Sara Horvath sings at the Blues Fest
in the University Center Tuesday afternoon for
the ﬁrst day of Suicide Prevention Awareness
Week. Kassidy Kern, a suicide prevention
training coordinator, said that she chose blues
music because it would open a dialog about
the difference between having the blues and
actually suffering from depression.

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

Flags representing the number of students each year who commit suicide ﬂutter beneath a gloomy gray sky Tuesday afternoon. Late winter and early spring
have the highest rates of suicide than any other time of the year, according to suicide prevention training coordinator Kassidy Kern. Kern encourages people
who think they might be depressed to seek professional help, saying money shouldn’t be an issue because every UM student is entitled to three free counseling
sessions.

Montana’s substance abuse leads to high drinking and driving rates
Katie Michel
Montana Kaimin
Montana’s youth abuse drugs
and alcohol at a higher rate than the
national average, leading to some
of the nation’s highest drinking
and driving rates, according to a
report by the Montana Business
Quarterly Magazine.
“It really shows that very much
(of the Montana youth) are using
alcohol at rates that we really have
to pay attention to,” said Daphne
Herling, director of Montana
Kids Count, a project that collects
data on Montana children and
families.
This is especially true for the

Check us out
on the Web at

www.montanakaimin.com

college-aged population, Herling
said.
“The kids in that age group use
alcohol higher than any other age
group,” she said. “The 18-22 year
olds have a very high rate of binge
drinking.”
According to the report, 38
percent of ninth- through 12thgraders reported binge drinking
in the past 30 days. The national
average is 28 percent.
Fatal alcohol related motorvehicle crashes in Montana
are 12.6 per 100,000 people in
comparison to the national rate of
5.2 per 100,000.
Because of the high mortality
rate resulting from accidents
occurring while driving under
the inﬂuence, the Missoula
County Health Department has
created Responsible Alcohol
Server Training, a workshop
for bartenders, bouncers and

restaurant servers to learn about
alcohol laws and prevent youth
drinking.
Lonie Hutchison, coordinator
of the Missoula County DUI
Task Force said as more bar and
restaurant staff receives training
on how to spot fake IDs and learns
to identify warning signs, she said
she hopes underage drinking and
driving will be reduced.
Missoula County is now
offering a class for restaurant and
bar staff teaching them to spot
potential problems.
“It’s against the law to serve
to someone that has obvious signs
of intoxication,” Hutchison said.
“Even if they have a ride.”
She said if someone is served
despite obvious intoxication and
gets into an accident, a lawsuit
can be ﬁled. In November
2003, Richard Presler, a minor,
was served at a strip club near

Bozeman, despite being visibly
underage and intoxicated.
“That person (Presler) left the
establishment and hit a pickup
truck head-on, driven by a sober
gentlemen in his 50s,” Hutchison
said. Both of them died.
Presler’s parents and the widow
of the victim sued the strip club
and were awarded $3 million.
“The liability is huge,”
Hutchison said. “In a civil law
suit, there’s no guess what a
sympathetic jury might reward.”
DUI
accidents
are
not
uncommon, but too much alcohol
itself can also kill someone.
“It goes beyond trafﬁc crashes,
where the rubber meets the road,”
Hutchison said.
The other two most commonly
abused substances in Montana
are tobacco and marijuana, which
Mike Frost, director of Self Over
Substance at Curry Health Center,

said are also the most commonly
used substances among UM
students.
The SOS program runs
treatment groups for students
through Curry, teaching them to
either stop or moderate alcohol
and drug habits.
“People come in and they are
experiencing troubles with their
drinking,” Frost said. “They don’t
want to quit. And what they want
to do is moderate their use so they
can quit experiencing academic
problems and social problems.”
Frost said it’s impossible to
eliminate substance abuse among
college students, but through
moderation, problems can be
reduced.
“You
have
this
whole
continuum. But most of the (UM)
students are fairly heavy drinkers,”
Frost said. “It (the program) does
See SUBSTANCE, page 5
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Guest Column

EDITORIAL

Identity politics’ limits and limitations

The potential
$75,000 disaster

In
America,
differences
between people have been
elevated to such a point that the
truth transcending an individual’s
interests has nearly vanished,
resulting in the replacement of
the common good by special
interest groups, rampant lobbyism
and individualism (“me ﬁrst
policies”), and the privatization
of everything. Obsession for
oneself (identity and image)
replaced historical consciousness,
de facto depoliticizing citizens
into individuals and consumers.
No
longer
universalist
(“internationalist”), our interests
are individualist at worst,
provincial at best. Believing that
people are rewarded according
to merit Americans lost classconsciousness, as if the implacable
division between haves/have-nots
had disappeared or its perseverance
“natural.” Now, our concerns
extend only to the limits of our
lawn: “I” perceive my neighbor as
the positive or negative boundary
to my identity/enjoyment or safety.
Therefore, the grass next door is
either the same as mine, greener or
weird. This attitude breeds at best
acceptance (“you are one of us”)
or jealousy, and at worst hatred
(rejection) or hostile indifference.
This is why 40 million poor do
not count in our politics and that
a community rally protesting
a homeless man’s murder was
organized, only after upset citizens
called upon Missoula’s identity
politics groups.
Replacing class and constituting
a defense against disintegration
(alienation)
or
aggression,
identity politics represent the
special interests of individuals
whose rationale for associating is
the exclusive deﬁnition of their
subjectivity via a private form of
enjoyment (hobby, club, sport) or
being (sexual, racial or religious).
Consequently, we see ourselves
more as serialized categories of

On Monday, the University of Montana
released a Memorandum of Understanding
between the Adams Center and Howard
Rose, Elton John’s agent. The memo
— little more than a handshake agreement
on paper — outlined an agreement to
give the Elton John AIDS Foundation
$75,000 in return for the Rocket Man’s
second Missoula concert. Though its end
result is charitable, executing the memo’s
provisions is potentially disastrous.
Sean Breslin
Currently, the memo is still unsigned.
Editor
That’s a good thing, because there are a lot
of questions Howard Rose should be asking before ﬁnalizing
the deal. Who’s going to be in charge of raising the money?
Where is it going to be collected? How is it going to be secure?
What happens if UM can’t raise that amount? Basically, Rose
should be wondering who speciﬁcally is responsible for holding
up UM’s end of the deal.
The overall lack of accountability regarding this whole
agreement is palpable. Adams Center director Mary Muse said
she wasn’t working on this alone, adding that the agreement
had campus-wide support. UM President George Dennison
backed away from the deal Monday, telling the Kaimin that
he wasn’t part of the negotiations that committed UM to this
donation, and that he hadn’t seen the speciﬁc provisions of this
agreement.
But here’s the deal: George Dennison is the president of
the University of Montana. Certainly we don’t expect him to
micromanage each department, but a $75,000 commitment is
worthy of a little presidential oversight.
Maybe donating money to John’s Foundation is “a good
business decision,” to use the words of Muse. But why not
advertise the donation or have a public fundraising drive? Who
knows, maybe UM could contribute more than $75,000.
Instead of being open and honest about how UM got Elton
John to come back, UM has done everything in its power to
keep this agreement behind closed doors. Perhaps Muse is
embarrassed that UM has to grovel to get big-name acts to
perform here. That the groveling has taken the form of a $75,000
donation makes it all the more pathetic.
Here’s the $75,000 question: If UM can’t get donors to
cough up the cash, does Elton still play? Because if this show
gets canceled, the ensuing uproar will make last September’s
ticket ﬁasco seem like a toddler’s tantrum.

Pleased?
Perturbed?
Write a letter to the editor
Montana Kaimin
The Montana Kaimin, in its
110th year, is published by the
students of The University of
Montana, Missoula. The UM
School of Journalism uses the
Montana Kaimin for practice
courses but assumes no control over policy or content.
Send letters to the editor to
kaiminletters@umontana.edu
or drop them off in Anderson
Hall 208.
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individuals than class-divided
citizens: White/Black/Hispanic/
Catholic/Baptist/handicapped/
biking/skiing/golfing/antiSemitic/ chess-playing/hetero/gay/
vegan/pizza-loving Americans,
etc. Each category looks at his/her
navel and competes for the same
pool of protections or privileges.
This is why we mobilize only if
our identity is attacked. Gays come
out for gay issues/lectures/parades
or movies. Jews mobilize against
anti-Semitism. Provided the victim
is white, middle-class and female,
academic feminists unite against
violence. If not invasive species,
wild-lifers defend animals’ rights.
The “identity-family,” replacing
the community as central social
unit, has become a “defensive
ghetto” (hence “The Sopranos”
success).
Why all this? It is because
identity politics and consumerism
re-enforce each other. Although
capitalism “doesn’t care” as
long as we work, consume and
run into debt, it “capitalizes” all
life, forcing the same economic
mold on everybody (oppression),
and disintegrating solidarity,
exacerbates narcissism, individual
greed and fantasy. Its implacable
logic arouses identities’ irrational
reactions, inciting antagonisms
(competitive race between races/
sexes), increasing bigotry and
hate-crimes. More important
is the (seemingly) paradoxical
fact that the paradigms of the
liberal discourse correspond
to those fueling the wild
expansion of capitalism. The
“pluralist” issues of race, gender,
sexuality…, underpinning the
liberal (bourgeois) discourse
with its emphasis on difference,
multiplicity, self-afﬁrmation, etc.,
are the very cultural forms through
which capitalism metastasizes itself
and invades everything. Identity
politics are not emancipatory for
society. The “pounds of ﬂesh”

that a madly deregulated, global
capital exacts from us (or puts
on us as antidotes!) are. They
unite us beyond any ﬂuctuations
of identity. Haves/have-nots
differences zap the body-politic
of homosexuals or whites/nonwhites more than tensions between
heteros and homos. Easily
misappropriated, identity politics
are
restrictive
(repressively
tolerant) at best, dangerous at
worst. To distract Germans away
from class-exploitation issues
and gain power, Nazi propaganda
used identity politics negatively,
insidiously substituting race for
class, inﬂaming the “Aryan”
working-class against the Jews.
Obviously, we can’t suspend
identity since class is also
experienced
through
race,
gender, religious or sexual
orientation.
But
we
must
rethink
difference/otherness
(multiculturalism/diversity)
in
terms of class, exploitation and
economic inequality, i.e. reinvent
universalism. To solve our
enormous problems (outsourcing,
sweatshops, child labor, ﬁnancial
speculation’s dictatorship over
the economy, global warming,
lack of universal health care and
transcendental
socio-political
vision…) and address the
contradictions fracturing our
global world, we must jettison
sectarianism.
Everything falling from our
lonely hands becomes a substance
automatically dispersed in empty
self-reﬂexivity. This is the
pathetic price our postmodern
culture will continue to pay for its
individualism and egocentrism,
unless, we, exploited of the world,
unite beyond our disciplines,
boundaries,
proprieties
and
properties!
Michel Valentin is the Alliance
Française de Missoula’s President
and UM associate professor of
French.

Letters
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to a more sustainable campus. I
encourage all residents of Aber
Hall to continue to recycle instead
of increasing loads of refuse that
simply crowd landﬁlls. While I’m
on my soapbox, I’ll encourage
us all to become educated about
recyclable products by reading
signs on recycling receptacles
and to be proactive in diverting a
reusable product from UM’s waste
stream.

Aber Hall recycling issue
temporarily resolved

kaiminletters@umontana.edu
110 years

Wednesday, March 5, 2008

Hello, I would like to inform
university students and the general
public about a recent development
since an article was published.
Since the article, “Aber recycling
receptacles moved due to winds,
overﬂow”, the recycling issue at
Aber Hall has been temporarily
solved. Recycling employees
replaced two bins and a cardboard
receptacle inside a south-facing
corner of the building, out of
the way of the Hellgate Canyon

PHONE

winds. Consequently, aluminum,
tin, plastic and cardboard can and
will be recycled at Aber Hall,
with mixed paper and newspaper
bins returning soon. The problem
of overﬂow should be solved as
an additional bin is added. UM
Recycling is constantly looking to
improve its program to contribute
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Not OK to stereotype
Your third question, which make mockery of your ﬂawed about the struggles of non-whites
and females to gain equality, and
Muslims, the treatment of wasn’t really a question so much logic and ethnocentrism.
as a continuation of the second
Appalling as it is that Muslim now the struggle of homosexuals
women
Mr. Shevlin,
You asked a Missoula liberal
to answer your questions, and I
will gladly indulge you. First
you ask why terrorists aren’t
targeting Americans. Well, since
the objective of a terrorist is
usually to terrorize, I would say
it is easier to terrorize unarmed
civilians than the military of one
of the most powerful countries in
the world. It could also be to piss
off the civilians to make them
think American can’t protect them
and isn’t helping to foster more
anti-American sentiment. You are
asking someone to rationalize the
actions of an irrational terrorist.
That’s like me trying to rationalize
your racism and discrimination.
I’ll get to that later, though.
Your second question was
why the National Organization
for Women isn’t saying anything
about the treatment of women in
the Islamic world. Well, if you
go to their Web site and read the
topics under “Global Feminism”
you would see article of NOW
supporting legislation not just for
mistreatment of women in Islamic
countries, but ALL OVER THE
WORLD. Maybe you should try
some “objective research” of your
own. Do bear in mind that NOW
not only protests the treatment of
women internationally, but also
defends us against our right-wing
attackers here at home.

point, was why liberals aren’t
doing anything to help Muslim
women. Well, as I just stated,
there are many liberal groups that
are, including NOW. I looked at
both Clinton’s and Obama’s Web
sites and neither makes an explicit
stand on Islamic women, although
they do call for humanitarian
aide. However, I counter that
neither McCain’s nor Huckabee’s
sites say anything on that issue
either. So I guess conservatives
are just as uncaring, if you choose
to look at it that way.
By the way, you accuse Obama
and Sharpton of being hypocritical
on race relations because of their
silence on violence in Africa, yet
I would just like to point out your
own racism in this statement, in
that you seem to feel that only
black leaders should care about
this issue. Obama and Sharpton
are Americans, not from African
countries. You don’t see every
American of Irish descent getting
up in arms about the IRA or other
Irish problems, so why hold
Obama and Sharpton to that unfair
standard?
Now that I’ve answered your
questions, I have a few questions
of my own, the ﬁrst being what
are you doing to help the people of
these Islamic countries? Was your
letter supposed to be inspiring,
because I am certainly not feeling
motivated by your bigoted
language to do anything but to

extremists are indiscriminately
killing other Muslims, in America
there are Americans killing other
Americans just as irrationally. Did
you not hear about the shooting
in Illinois!? From the sound of
your letter, it seems you think
that Americans are allowed to
kill other Americans because
Americans aren’t Muslims. You
imply Muslims are somehow
inherently violent, and yet you
forget Christianity’s own bloody
past. Or is that the fault of
American liberals too?
Nobody should condone the
violent treatment of women, either.
However, I do recall reading texts
from my history classes, which I
recommend you retake to refresh
your memory, that there were
certain points in our own country’s
history where women were not
exactly treated in a fair manner.
Before America was ofﬁcially
“America”, many intellectually
curious women were murdered in
the Salem Witch Trials. It should
also be noted that up until the
1970s thousands of women were
sterilized without their knowledge
or consent because they were nonwhite, runaways, teen mothers,
mentally handicapped, physically
“deformed” or otherwise labeled
as “undesirables.” In short, it
was American eugenics. You
seem to think that America has
always been the pinnacle of
freedom and forget everything

trying to do the same. Try taking
a critical look at your own country
before you make ethnocentric
comments about someone else’s.
Or are you going to blame racism
and discrimination on liberals as
well?
I disagree with many aspects of
Islamic culture and laws, but that
doesn’t make it OK to generalize
and stereotype millions of people.
I don’t like the idea of religious
extremists killing innocent people,
yet I don’t label or imply that
an entire religion is a “terrorist”
one. Imagine how many people
would be angry if I stereotyped
all Christians by saying “because
a small number of Christians
bomb abortion clinics and beat
homosexuals to death, every
Christian is a terrorist!” That is
what you are doing to the Muslim
community. You can’t disrespect
these people the way you do and
hide under the American ﬂag and
pretend you are speaking on the
side of freedom and justice.
You said, “Do some research
and tell me a time when they have

lived in peace?” Give me a break,
like no other religions have ever
done anything violent. Oh wait you
are right, Lutherans don’t bomb
Catholics. Instead, America’s
own religious extremists beat
people to death for being gay, kill
young women and their abortion
doctors and make me die a little
inside. If Muslims are so violent
and beyond salvation, why are
you accusing liberals of being too
passive on terrorism when you are
clearly telling us that nothing can
be done about it?
My ﬁnal question to you,
conservative clone, is if you feel
so strongly that liberals aren’t
doing anything, and that President
Bush and the conservatives are 100
percent correct in their actions,
why aren’t you over in the Middle
East right now, either in the military
or proselytizing? My guess is that
you are just as “passive” as you
accuse us liberals, and can only sit
at your computer and write racist,
derogatory hate mail to a Montana
college newspaper.
– Genesie Miller
senior, Japanese

Correction:
An article in Tuesday’s Kaimin incorrectly stated that
the Montana Associated Students can send Gov. Brian
Schweitzer up to three candidates for the student regent
position. In fact, they must send at least three candidates,
according to Montana Code Annotated 2-15-1509.
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Panel of journalists advocate environmental reporting
Stefanie Kilts
MONTANA KAIMIN
Three journalism panelists
discussed the challenges facing the
media in its coverage of climate
change during last evening’s
lecture “Climate Change & the
Press: Improving of the Public
Dialogue.”
“There has been a 25-year
history of climate denial,” said
panelist Frank Allen, president of
the Missoula-based Institutes for
Journalism & Natural Resources
and former environment editor
for The Wall Street Journal.
The panelists agreed times
have changed and climate change
has moved to the forefront of the
global discussion.
“I see the role of media as
making sense of science,” said
panelist Michelle Nijhuis, an
environment and science journalist
who writes for the Smithsonian,
The Christian Science Monitor
and High Country News.
In addition to improving
communication
between
journalists and scientists, panelist
Steve Schwarze, an associate
professor of communication
studies at the University of
Montana, said improving the
discussion of climate change
needs to start with a focus on the
local.
Finding relevance by localizing
climate change is key, Schwarze
said, and will therefore create a
meaningful link to the topic.

“It is about ﬁnding local
relevant stories to what is really a
national story,” Allen said.
This means that climate change
coverage needs to translate across
the front pages of newspapers and
not just get covered in the science
or political section, Schwarze
said.
“It has to be scattered
throughout the newspaper,”
Schwarze said.
But a large effect on the global
warming discussion has been the
changing face of journalism itself,
the panelists agreed.
“There’s also this level of the
economy of the media that affects
the scope and coverage of climate
change,” Schwarze said.
The media operates as
businesses, the panelists pointed
out, and therefore the challenges
in the newsroom affect the
discussion on global warming.
With advertisements designed
to draw in readers’ eyes, editors
don’t want “more doom and
gloom stories,” Nijhuis said.
“Selling a climate change story
to an editor is a hard thing to do,”
Nijhuis said.
“Stories like climate change,
or the environment, don’t break,
they ooze over a long period
of time,” Allen said. “That’s a
problem.”
With vast staff cuts and
downsizing in the media world,
especially newspapers, Allen said
these pressures trickle down and
affect the quality of environmental
or global warming stories.

Shane McMillan / Montana Kaimin

Former Wall Street Journal editor Frank Allen talks bluntly about his view of the future and current state of journalism Tuesday night in the Gallagher Business Building.
Allen was one of three panelists addressing the media’s role in improving public dialog about climate change and other environmental issues. Allen is now the president
and director of the Institutes for Journalism and Natural Resources.

But skepticism still lingers,
the panelists agreed, and a big
question during the discussion
was the topic of objectivity on
global warming: How much of
a voice is given to the skeptics?
“Is a balanced story really a fair
and accurate one?” Schwarze
asked.
Journalists
are
pressured
to also split stories equally
between different perspectives,
he said, but with global warming
becoming more and more certain
in the minds of scientists and the
media alike, he questioned how
far journalists should go to ﬁnd
both sides.

“Journalists hesitate to take a
role that looks like advocacy,”
Allen said.
With the panelists making
references to the tobacco industry
in the 1950s that spread doubt
about health claims that tobacco
was harmful, the panelists
discussed whether this same seed
of doubt had been planted in the
global warming debate.
Companies like Exxon Mobile
and Peabody Coal started putting
out confusing information on
global warming under names like
the “Global Climate Coalition.”
They claimed, “What if the
climate models are wrong” and

“Let’s not rush into this.”
“This had a remarkable effect
on journalists,” Allen said,
adding that a lot of weight has
been given to these non-scientiﬁc
based reviews.
“It’s the responsibility of
journalism to expose these ties,”
Allen said.
With skepticism on climate
change still lingering, Allen said,
“How sure do you have to be?”
Nijhuis agreed, saying “We’re
always making decisions in the
face of uncertainty.” “People
believe [in global warming] even
though there’s a lack of scientiﬁc
consensus,” Schwarze said, citing
public polls that found a majority
of Americans have formed their
opinion on climate change.
“The public is already there,”
Schwarze said.
There are still skeptics out
there, Nijhuis said, but the press
needs to move past that and ﬁnd
“local adaptations to climate
change.”
“As science progresses, the
story of adaptation [to climate
change] will progress,” Nijhuis
said.
The lecture was part of the
Wilderness Lecture Series on
“Climate Change: Moving from
Science to Solutions” conducted
every Tuesday evening from
February to April.
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Primaries experience problems Mark Pi’s in UC almost open
Deborah Hastings
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Save for bad weather and
scattered precincts that ran out
of ballots, voting appeared to run
smoothly Tuesday in four state
primaries that drew record voter
turnout.
Heavy rain, sleet and ice forced
at least 10 counties in Ohio to
request permission to move, and
a few polling spots were running
on generators because of power
outages. A federal judge ordered
some precincts to remain open an
extra 90 minutes after ballots gave
out in Cuyahoga County, home to
Cleveland.
Northern Sandusky County
also stayed open to allow voters
more time to get to the polls under
freezing rain. Election workers
had to turn away 300 to 400
people, after precincts handed
out every ballot available. And a
reprinting glitch delayed delivery
of new ballots.
Election advocates worried
that ﬁnal counts from primaries
held Tuesday – also in Texas,
Vermont and Rhode Island
– could be delayed for hours or
days, especially in Ohio, where
tallying delays have become all
too common, as have long waits

SUBSTANCE
Continued from page 1
give them tools when they are
ready to take fewer risks.”
If a UM student is caught
drinking on campus they will be
required to go through an SOS
intervention program and talk with
eight to 10 of their peers about
their substance use. The program,
Frost said, helps inﬂuence future
habits.
Peer groups are the biggest
contributor to substance abuse, he
said.
“I think that you really have
to choose your friends wisely
because they inﬂuence you. And
you inﬂuence them,” Frost said.
“It depends as to what your circle
of friends is. For some people,
drinking and doing drugs are very
important to them.”
It’s tough for young people to
develop good habits, and it may
take awhile before Montana curbs
its substance abuse problems, Frost
said.
“When you put addictive
chemical into your brains – it’s an
equal opportunity employer. There
are points in time where you’re
more vulnerable to substance abuse
and the younger you are the more
vulnerable you are,” Frost said.

ELECTION
Continued from page 1
celebration nearly a decade in the
making.
McCain’s last remaining major
rival, former Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee, conceded defeat
after a campaign that included a
stunning victory in the leadoff
Iowa caucuses on Jan. 3. “My
commitment to him and the party
is to do everything possible to
unite our party, but more important
to unite our country so that we can
be the best we can be,” Huckabee
said in Irving, Texas.

to vote.
In Texas, huge voter turnout
created long lines and delayed
the start of the state’s precinct
cauces.
The hybrid system of precinct
caucuses and private ballots could
delay tallies. Under an arcane set
of rules, precinct caucuses, which
decide one-third of delegates,
cannot be held until the polls close
at 7 p.m. Anyone in line at that
point must be allowed to cast a
ballot, however.
People trying to attend the
Democratic caucus in the North
Texas town of Little Elm waited
in the cold for about two hours
before being allowed inside. “It
was extremely unorganized,” said
Dan Perez, 30, a homebuilder.
In San Antonio, an attorney
for the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund
said it took an hour to sign up
126 Democrats who showed
up to participate in the precinct
caucus. Across the hall sat ﬁve
Republicans “sitting in a circle
just looking at each other,” said
Nina Perales.
Unexpectedly high Democratic
turnout created overcrowded
caucus meetings throughout the
state.

Alexander Tenenbaum
MONTANA KAIMIN
Just last week, a Mark Pi’s
menu board appeared over the
shadowy lunch counter that was
once the Grizzly Grille. The
darkened kiosk in the University
Center Food Court has been empty
since the beginning of semester,
but that’s about to change.
If all goes as planned, Mark
Pi’s should be serving up
express Asian food by Monday,
about a month after its original
scheduled opening, said Byron
Drake, assistant director of retail
operations for University Dining
Services.
“If it were up to me, this would
have happened eight weeks ago,”
Drake said.
Mark Pi’s is a franchise
restaurant owned by Asian
Concepts, which is based out of
Columbus, Ohio.

DONATION
Continued from page 1
the UM administration and ASUM
learned of the Adams Center’s
donation plan at the same time,
during an early “brainstorming
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“We’ve been pushing them a
lot to get in and get going, but they
ran into some roadblocks,” Drake
said.
He said Mark Pi’s will likely
stick to the new opening date
because they just had their ﬁrst
food delivery last week.
Mark Pi’s will offer noodle
bowls like the ones currently
offered at Paciﬁc Rim, in addition
to other Asian fare.
Rather than trying to compete
with Paciﬁc Rim, UDS will close
it down shortly after Mark Pi’s
opens, and construction will begin
to transform it into Casa Nina,
an authentic representation of
traditional Mexican cuisine, Drake
said.
“This isn’t like your Taco Bell,”
Drake said.
So the Asian place that serves
noodle bowls will turn Mexican,
and the kiosk that was once a grill
will turn Asian and serve noodle

bowls.
With all the commotion of
shufﬂing ethnicities around, why
didn’t Dining Services just replace
the grill with Mexican food and
leave the noodle bowls alone?
“I was wondering the same
thing when it all started,” Drake
said.
He explained that the Grizzly
Grille was losing money, so
UDS decided to close it and put
the space up for lease. The only
serious response came from Mark
Pi’s, which couldn’t work in the
conﬁnes of the smaller Paciﬁc Rim
kiosk.
When Paciﬁc Rim is converted,
Drake said, the equipment will
be moved across campus into the
Food Zoo, and by next fall, noodle
bowls should be part of the Zoo’s
menu lineup.
Until then, Mark Pi’s will be
the place for noodle bowls.

session.” In addition to Leftridge
and Ness, Muse and UM Executive
Vice President Jim Foley were
present at the ﬁrst meeting
regarding the AIDS donation,
Ness said.
“ASUM and members of the
administration were asked at the
same time sort of what we could
do,” Leftridge said.

The Mario Kart 64 Tournament
will be held in three rounds. The
ﬁrst round will be held in the dorms
on March 18. A Nintendo Wii will
be given away as the grand prize at
the conclusion of the tournament.
All proceeds will go to the Elton
John AIDS Foundation via the
Adams Center’s donation.
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body piercing: IT’s all about attitude
Jessica Mayrer
MONTANA KAIMIN
A tiny blonde with blue eyes
and baggy blue slacks sits inside
Painless Steel Tattoo and Body
Piercing waiting to have her belly
button pierced.
Amanda Mundt hopes to
start stripping at the Fox Club in
Missoula next month. A piercing
will accentuate her look, she says.
Bouncing down Painless Steel’s
black, red and white checkerboard
ﬂoor, Mundt passes through a red
door and says, “I can do this.”
She pulls up her shirt exposing
a ﬂat, pale belly. One of the
shop’s piercers, Anna Burns,
charts the needle’s trajectory with
a purple pen. A tattoo needle’s
high-pitched whine from the next
room accompanies Mundt’s deep
breaths.
Burns hovers above, wielding
a thin silver needle between latexcovered ﬁngers.
As the needle penetrates,
Mundt’s breathing stops. She
exhales deeply. The needle slides
through the top of the navel’s
upper lid and exits with a glint.
Burns plucks a pink barbell
tipped with a cubic zirconium from
a clear anti-bacterial solution and
slides it through Mundt’s newly
perforated navel.
The modern body-piercing
trend in Missoula, if this Saturday
afternoon is any indicator, is all
about attitude.
“I want to piss off my mom,”
said 20-year-old University of
Montana student Julia Berkshire.

She’s about to have the holes in
her ears stretched to accommodate
thicker jewelry. With gradual
stretching, a pierced ear can
become a nickel-sized window.
“I’m sick of people thinking I’m
just a girl. I’m tough.”
There are thousands of reasons
to pierce the body, said James
Weber, medical liaison for the
Association
of
Professional
Piercers.
“It’s sort of like asking someone
why they wear the clothes they
wear,” he said.
Body piercing is an ancient
practice. Nose, tongue, ear and
lip piercing all trace their roots
back thousands of years through
African, Aztec, Indian and Mayan
civilizations. The Nez Perce, or
“nose pierced,” were named so by
the French because of the piercings
worn by Indians. Warrior cultures
over the years have embraced
septum piercing, inserting thick
pieces of bone, gold and jade into
nose cartilage, which commanded a
ﬁerce presence on the battleﬁeld.
For decades, piercings faded
into the cultural background before
resurfacing in the modern era.
Later, the American gay
underground began toying with
body jewelry. By the mid ‘80s,
leather-clad street kids in European
and American urban centers began
sticking safety pins into sneering
lips and furrowed brows. The
accessory of rebellion was born.
The most common piercings,
Burns said, are the nose and
belly button, but she sees a lot of
genitalia piercings too.

Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin

University of Montana grad Adrienne Bjorgum prepares to pierce fellow Painless Steel employee Dan Austin’s
septum Tuesday evening. Bjorgum has been a body piercer with the popular Missoula tattoo parlor for about six
months. One of her favorite parts of the job is giving people something they can love about themselves, “and I
just love to stick a needle in somebody; it’s a big adrenaline rush.”

“I’ve done six or seven in the
last week,” she said.
Once the mark of an outcast,
Generation Y loves its metal.
“Now it’s weird if you don’t
have it,” said Marin Addis, from
behind the counter at Painless
Steel.
It’s tough to gauge how many
folks are pierced or who’s doing
the piercing. Hairdressers, nail
technicians and hipsters with
needles, pierce for cash and for
fun.
“That’s a big problem in
the industry,” said Weber of
the Association of Professional
Piercers. “No one knows how
many people are being pierced.”

In 2001, a Mayo Clinic poll
conducted on New York college
students reported that 51 percent
had at least one body piercing.
And a 2006 study published in the
Journal of the American Academy
of Dermatology found that 14
percent of people nationwide
between the ages of 18-50 had a
body piercing.
Even under the best conditions,
medical complications arise,
said dermatologist Amy Derick,
who conducted the 2006 study.
According to the poll, 24 percent
of piercees had some sort of
complication. Infection is not
uncommon, and nearly a quarter
of people with either a mouth or

lip piercing reported breaking or
chipping a tooth as a result.
Ashley Hutchinson quietly
looks at the blue and pink nose
rings in Painless Steel’s glass case.
“I’m such a wimp. I’m so scared,”
she said. Her mother pierced her
belly button, but it got infected,
probably because of cheap
jewelry, she said. Eventually the
ring fell out. But with her brother’s
encouragement and money (he’s
paying for her new nose ring) she’s
ready to try again.
“I’ve got all these horror
stories in my head, like it will get
infected and my nose will fall off,”
Hutchinson said.
Piercing regulations vary from
state to state. In Montana, no
certiﬁcation is required.
Painless Steel piercer Anna
Burns has been at it for about six
months and Paul Champion from
Altered Skin Tattoo and Body
Piercing for nearly 25 years. Both
shops require blood-born pathogen
and CPR training before a piercer
goes to work.
While many of the folks at
Painless Steel this Saturday
afternoon are ﬁrst-timers, it’s not
unusual to see people with ﬁve,
10 or even 20 pieces of titanium
imbedded in their skin. And as the
trend spreads, it’s branching out.
“You’re just going to see more
extremes,” Champion says.
If plain piercing isn’t enough,
suspensions, or people hanging
from their piercings, are becoming
popular too. Folks are increasingly
sticking ﬁnger-sized hooks into
chest, leg and back piercings
in order to hang from trees and
poles.
Suspension in America today,
like piercing, is largely a legacy of
Native culture. The Sioux Indians
used horn pegs and rawhide to
suspend themselves during the
annual Sun Dance Ritual. Often,
the ritual would take place over
several days until hooks were
ripped free. The pain and release
cycle was thought to regenerate
and bring practitioners closer to a
higher power.
“The Sun Dance ritual is
dedicated to God. In modern
suspension, we do it for ourselves,”
said Emryst Yetz from Rights of
Passage, a multi-state organization
dedicated
to
the
practice.
Suspensions are largely about
claiming one’s body and asserting
individuality. But they are also, at
times, as much about performance
as transcendence.
Back at Painless Steel, Mundt
leaps off of the piercer’s chair and
dances in front of a wall-length
mirror.
“I’m going to be a stripper,” she
sings. “My grandfather would be
turning over in his grave.”
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UM voice students ‘strut’ their vocal stuff
Steve Miller
MONTANA KAIMIN
Attention all University of
Montana students currently
taking lessons with a voice faculty
member: now’s your chance to
use your pipes.
On March 17, undergraduate
and graduate students alike will
vie for a chance to win hundreds
of dollars in the UM Vocal Arts
Competition, held in the Music
Recital Hall.
Anne Basinski, a UM voice
professor and the event’s
organizer, sees this as the UM’s
own “in-house competition,”
giving the students a chance to
musically “strut their stuff.”
Basinski said the singers are
divided into two categories: an
undergraduate group (mainly
comprised of juniors and seniors)
and a graduate group.
Each performer is asked to
have prepared two arias in their
original languages and keys,
one art song (also in the original
language) and one musical
language song. Of the four songs
prepared, they will be asked to
sing three.
“It really is a test of versatility,”
Basinski said.
For participant Joel Wolcott,
selecting what to sing is key to
the performance.
“It’s really important to pick
a song that suits your voice, that
best displays what you have,”
Wolcott said.
Wolcott, a senior in vocal
performance, added that most
competitors have several arias
already in their repertoire, so
a chance to display such hard
work in a university setting is
not just convenient for them, but
also raises the report of the vocal
performance community as well.
Dr. Catherine Capps, a
faithful supporter of local arts,
and Thomas Rickard are cosponsoring the event. Since
2000, Capps has served as the

competition’s most generous
contributor of prize money – all
of which she said comes out of
her pocket.
The showcase was originally
known as the Ciao Awards, and
Capps began supporting the
event through a desire to provide
students the opportunity to
perform various types of music

without having to traveling across
the country to various auditions.
“I wanted them to have a
chance to sing their arias in front
of their friends and families in a
home setting,” Capps said. “It’s a
very worthy cause.”
Basinski said she believes that
aside from being a great means
of preparation for later auditions,

the competition offers audiences
a look at the talent of UM’s vocal
performance students.
“I hope that they (the
audience) hear music that they
enjoy and I hope that they’re
interested in the experience of
hearing these beautiful, young
voices live in our recital hall with
no ampliﬁcation,” Basinski said.

“It can be pretty amazing.”
Performances start at 7:30 p.m.
on March 17. Three winners will
be announced in each category,
with cash prizes of $500, $300,
and $100. Applications for the
competition are due March 12
in Anne Basinski’s ofﬁce, Music
Building Room 010.

Art from the Womb

Shane McMillan / Montana Kaimin

Senior Bethany Lynn Ward installs her thesis exhibition, “Industrial Womb,” Tuesday afternoon in the Gallery of Visual Arts in the Social Sciences Building. The ﬁberglass, wire, epoxy and cloth creation, along with 16
other BFA exhibitions, will open on Thursday. Ward said that her piece is meant to remind viewers of their dependence on the earth, just as they were dependent on the womb before birth.

Sean Penn’s ‘Into the Wild’ a physical, spiritual journey now on DVD
Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN
When Christopher McCandless
walked “Into the Wild” of Alaska
in 1992, he surely had no idea his
actions would spawn a bestselling
novel by Jon Krakauer and a
Golden Globe Award-winning
movie written and directed by
Sean Penn.
Knowing that McCandless died

trying to escape the
system made me a
little guilty watching
a corporate-produced
ﬁlm about his life, a
ﬁlm called “Into the
Wild.” But what a movie.
The New York Times called
the ﬁlm “deeply affecting … with
cinematography so beautiful it
makes the Alaskan landscape seem
seductively otherworldly.”

“Into
the
Wild” is based on
the true story of
McCandless’ two
years of crosscountry wandering.
After graduating from Emory
University in 1990, the 24-year-old
abandoned all his possessions, gave
his $24,000 life savings to charity
and began hitchhiking across
the U.S. under the pseudonym
“Alexander Supertramp.”
The ﬁlm is as much about the
people McCandless met as it is
about his journey. The intense
personal interactions and character
development that the book, also
titled “Into the Wild,” lacks are
more than made up for by the
movie.
Emile Hirsch does a masterful

Kaimin Arts
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Kaimin Arts Movie Quote Quiz
The winner of last week’s Movie Quote Quiz had a brand
of swagger we found particularly worthy of free stuﬀ.
That, and this was the only guess we received:
“Character one is Joe, character two is Jerry, the movie
is ‘Some Like It Hot,’ the winner of the movie quiz this
week is Austin Smith.”
Congrats, Austin. And way to assert your winning attitude. Shark bite! Stop by DAH 208 for your prize. And
the rest of you: GET GUESSING!!

job portraying McCandless, the
“aesthetic voyager whose home is
the road,” as McCandless referred
to himself in one of his many diary
entries.
Over the course of ﬁlming,
Hirsch steadily lost 40 pounds
to keep true to his character’s
slow starvation in the Alaskan
wilderness.
Waiting for Hirsch’s weight loss
was only part of the reason ﬁlming
took eight months. From the start,
Penn was intent on ﬁlming entirely
on location.
The crew retraced McCandless’
journey, traveling from the Gulf
of California to Carthage, S.D.,
where McCandless harvested
grain; from kayaking the Grand
Canyon to crossing the Arizona
desert; from California’s Salton

Sea to a hippie-haven called the
Slabs, near Niland, Calif., where
wanderers live on the concrete
foundations of an abandoned air
base. Finally, McCandless set out
for Alaska.
The movie also elaborates on
McCandless’ childhood spent
in a broken home, background
information that helps explain why
he wanted to escape so badly.
Penn is able to capture
McCandless’ spiritual journey
as easily as he does the physical
one. A single tear running down
McCandless’ face speaks volumes
more than any dialogue could
when he realizes he will die alone
after trying for years to escape
people and personal connections.
“Into the Wild” was released on
DVD March 4.
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Dance students swarm on annual showcase
Erica Doornek
MONTANA KAIMIN
As much a spring tradition as
sandals and Frisbee games on the
Oval, the University of Montana
Department of Drama and Dance’s
Spring Dance Showcase makes its
annual appearance next week.
The showcase will run from
March 11-15 in the PAR/TV
Building’s Open Space. Two
separate showcase programs
will alternate performances each
night, featuring choreography by
students, faculty and other artists.
Co-producer Amy Ragsdale
said that due to the high number
of dance majors performing,

showcase organizers found it choreographers, who have been
necessary to split the event into rehearsing their pieces since the
two programs.
end of winter
“It was more
session.
than even the
S e v e r a l
most enthusiastic
performances
I really wanted to convey
audience member
feature
works
could take,” she dancers’ connection to
from
student
said. “We had history through their
choreographers,
to lessen the teachers. As I worked on
including
a
number of pieces
slow-motion
the piece, I felt surround- interpretation of
per night.”
Each program ed by ghosts.
the “fear of dying
alone” by UM
offers a mix of
contemporary
– Michele Antonioli, student Michael
dance, modern
UM dance professor Becker and an
examination
dance,
ballet
of pregnancy’s
and
dance
effects on the
theater from 17

“

D&D ‘father’ dies
Emily Fredrix
ASSOCIATED PRESS
MILWAUKEE – Gary Gygax,
who co-created the fantasy game
Dungeons & Dragons and is
widely seen as the father of the
role-playing games, died Tuesday
morning at his home in Lake
Geneva. He was 69.
He had been suffering from
health problems for several
years, including an abdominal
aneurysm, said his wife, Gail
Gygax.
Gygax and Dave Arneson
developed Dungeons & Dragons
in 1974 using medieval characters
and mythical creatures. The game
known for its oddly shaped dice
became a hit, particularly among
teenage boys, and eventually was
turned into video games, books
and movies.
Gygax
always
enjoyed
hearing from the game’s legion
of devoted fans, many of whom
would stop by the family’s home
in Lake Geneva, about 55 miles
southwest of Milwaukee, his
wife said. Despite his declining
health, he hosted weekly games
of Dungeons & Dragons as
recently as January, she said.
“It really meant a lot to him to
hear from people from over the
years about how he helped them
become a doctor, a lawyer, a
policeman, what he gave them,”
Gail Gygax said. “He really
enjoyed that.”
Dungeons & Dragons players
create ﬁctional characters and
carry out their adventures with
the help of complicated rules.

The quintessential geek pastime,
it spawned a wealth of copycat
games and later inspired a whole
genre of computer games that’s
still growing in popularity.
Born Ernest Gary Gygax,
he grew up in Chicago and
moved to Lake Geneva at the
age of 8. Gygax’s father, a
Swiss immigrant who played
violin in the Chicago Symphony
Orchestra, read fantasy books to
his only son and hooked him on
the genre, Gail Gygax said.
Gygax dropped out of high
school but took anthropology
classes at the University of
Chicago for a while, she said.
He was working as an insurance
underwriter in the 1960s, when
he began playing war-themed
board games.
But Gygax wanted to create a
game that involved more fantasy.
To free up time to work on that,
he left the insurance business and
became a shoe repairman, she
said.
Gygax also was a proliﬁc
writer and wrote dozens of fantasy
books, including the Greyhawk
series of adventure novels.
Sandelin,
32,
a
Gary
Manhattan attorney, said his
weekly Dungeons & Dragons
game will be a bit sadder on
Wednesday night because of
Gygax’s passing. The beauty of
the game is that it’s never quite
the same, he said.
Funeral arrangements are
pending. Besides his wife, Gygax
is survived by six children.

body, set in an aerobics class and
created by UM student Emily
Asmus.
Another notable piece, by dance
professor Michele Antonioli, was
inspired by her time studying the
Cecchetti ballet method in Canada.
Antonioli discussed her use of the
same music styles and dance steps
used in the method in the 1900s.
“I really wanted to convey
dancers’ connection to history
through their teachers,” Antonioli
said. “As I worked on the piece, I
felt surrounded by ghosts.”
Guest artist Sarah Gamblin, a
dance professor at Texas Women’s
University, will present “On Vast
Plains: Some Questions,” a piece

that combines structured dance
improvisation with spoken word
and choreographed moves.
“We were very interested in
working with Sarah’s spontaneous
approach,” Ragsdale said. “We’re
very glad she’s here.”
The more crowd-friendly format
of the showcase should make this
eclectic blend of dance styles even
easier for audiences to enjoy.
Program I of the Spring Dance
Showcase runs Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday nights at 7:30 p.m.
Program II runs Wednesday and
Friday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at
2 p.m. Admission is $5 for students
and $7 for the general public. Call
243-4581 for more information.

naked women with Quranic texts
engraved on their ﬂesh.
The ﬁlm “Fitna” — an Arabic
word meaning discord — puts the
centuries-old Dutch traditions of
religious tolerance and freedom of
speech on a collision course.
If it airs, Dutch Muslims are
expected to ﬁle criminal complaints
for racial or religious viliﬁcation.
Prosecutors would then have to
decide whether to charge Wilders
with any offense.
“Our law is very clear —
anybody can make a ﬁlm. We
have freedom of expression and
you cannot restrict that,” says
Moroccan-born Sadik Harchaoui,
chief of the Forum Institute for
Multicultural Development.
“Can you offend people? The
answer is yes. I’m not saying you
should do it or it is desirable, but
you can,” he added. “But if the
ﬁlm is insulting and preaches hate,
then the law has to take action.”
The Dutch government says
it cannot ban the ﬁlm but is
attempting to distance itself
from Wilders, the leader of the
Freedom Party, which holds nine
of Parliament’s 150 seats.
“It is our responsibility to make
clear to everyone that the views
and actions of this one elected
representative are not those of the
government,” Prime Minister Jan
Peter Balkenende told reporters
last week. “We defend the core
values of freedom and respect. We
guarantee freedom of expression
and of religion, for Muslims as for
everyone else.”
Already the ﬁlm has provoked
reactions from Damascus, Tehran

and other capitals of predominantly
Muslim countries.
Pakistan’s government ordered
Internet providers to restrict access
to YouTube, allegedly to prevent
Pakistanis from accessing a clip
of Wilders in which he makes
derogatory remarks about Islam.
The move inadvertently caused
a brief worldwide outage of the
video sharing site.
In Afghanistan, protesters set
ﬁre to Dutch ﬂags over the weekend
and Islamic clerics called for the
withdrawal of Dutch troops.
NATO’s Dutch secretarygeneral, Jaap de Hoop Scheffer,
says he too is worried about the
“potentially serious consequences”
for alliance troops in Afghanistan,
where 1,500 Dutch troops serve in
the NATO-led force in the volatile
south.
“If they are put in the line of ﬁre
because of the ﬁlm, I am concerned,”
he told Dutch television news show
“Buitenhof.”
De Hoop Scheffer says people
around the world, including some
in the U.S. administration, have
been asking him about the ﬁlm.
So far, the reaction among the
850,000 Muslims living in this
country of 16 million has been
muted, but the Dutch government
has warned municipalities to be
on alert for rioting if and when the
ﬁlm appears.
The
moderate
National
Moroccan Council has said it is
trying to “neutralize the threat”
posed by the ﬁlm, but cannot rule
out violence at home.
“We will have succeeded if,
after the ﬁlm, Mr. Wilders is
frustrated,” chairman, Mohamed
Rabbae said at a news conference
in January. “If he sees there are no
riots and Muslims are cleverer and
more democratic than he thinks.”

”
Dutch ﬁlm sparks hostilities among Muslims
Mike Corder
ASSOCIATED PRESS
THE HAGUE, Netherlands
– Protesters already have torched
Dutch ﬂags in Afghanistan ahead
of a new Dutch ﬁlm portraying
Islam’s holy book as a “fascist”
text that incites violence and
preaches the oppression of women
and homosexuals.
A Dutch Cabinet minister
postponed his trip to Somalia on
Friday due to “speciﬁc threats”
linked to the ﬁlm, and the Dutch
government has urged lawmaker
Geert Wilders to scrap his ﬁlm for
the safety of its citizens abroad.
But Wilders said Monday he
has begun negotiations with Dutch
broadcasters about airing the 15minute ﬁlm, “Fitna.” He said he
will only allow them to show it in
its entirety, and if they refuse, he
plans to show it to the media and
post it on the Internet.
“We have never learned to
be intolerant toward people who
are intolerant toward us, toward
cultures that are intolerant toward
us,” he said in a recent Associated
Press interview.
right-wing
legislator
The
previously warned of a “tsunami”
of Islam swamping the Netherlands
and said Muslims should tear up
half of the Quran if they want to
live here.
Wilders has lived under roundthe-clock security since the 2004
murder of ﬁlmmaker Theo van
Gogh by an Islamic radical enraged
by his short ﬁlm, “Submission,” a
ﬁctional study of abused Muslim
women with scenes of near-

KA
The
Rocket Man

says:
I rate Kaimin Arts
somewhere between
17 and 20. Rock it!

Kaimin Sports
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Looking forward

Side
lines
Big Sky Briefs
Women’s Basketball –
Idaho State senior center Natalie
Doma received Big Sky Player
of the Week honors for her ﬁfth
time this season. Doma became
the Big Sky’s all-time leading
scorer, averaging 29 points and
11.5 rebounds in the Bengals’
last two contests. The native
of Victoria, British Columbia
surpassed the milestone in
Thursday night’s 95-78 win over
Sacramento State. Doma scored
34 points to pass Montana
assistant coach and former Lady
Griz Shannon (Cate) Schweyen
on the league’s all-time scoring
list.
Track and ﬁeld – Sacramento
State’s Kathleen Raske was
selected the Big Sky Conference
Men’s and Women’s Indoor
Track and Field Coach of the
Year, voted on by head indoor
coaches in the league. Raske led
the Hornet men’s and women’s
teams to conference titles in
Pocatello this past weekend,
where 11 Sac State athletes won
their events. Raske is in her
ﬁfth year coaching track for Sac
State, and also coaches cross
country.

Tuesday’s Scores
Portland State – 76
Eastern Washington – 74

Standings
Men’s bball

School
Big Sky
+Portland State
14-2
*Northern Arizona 11-5
*Weber State
9-6
*Montana
8-8
*Idaho State
8-8
Montana State
7-9
Eastern Washington 6-10
Northern Colorado 6-10
Sacramento State 2-13
Women’s bball

School
Big Sky
#Montana
12-2
*Idaho State
11-4
*Portland State 10-4
Montana State 9-5
Northern Colorado 6-8
Weber State
6-9
Northern Arizona 6-9
Sacramento State 4-11
Eastern Washington 1-13

All
21-9
20-10
14-13
14-15
11-18
15-14
11-19
13-16
4-23
All
22-5
19-8
20-7
14-12
12-15
12-15
10-18
6-21
4-23

+Clinched regular season title
#Clinched share of regular season title.
*Clinched spot in postseason tournament.

TODAY IN SPORTS
HISTORY
In 1973, Yankees pitchers
Mike Kekich and Fritz
Peterson surprised everyone
at spring training camp when
they announced that they had
swapped their wives, two
children apiece, and their dogs.

Griz player unsure
of basketball future
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN

Andrew Strait is a basketball
player, always has been.
As he prepares to lace up his
sneakers for what could be his last
time as a Montana Grizzly at this
weekend’s Big Sky Conference
Tournament Quarterﬁnal, Strait
can’t help but think about his
basketball future.
Strait said that each time his
basketball career was in transition
he would look ahead to the
opportunities at the next level. The
next level has always been clearcut: be it grade school to middle
school or high school to college.
Right now, Strait said, is
especially tough because for the
ﬁrst time he is unsure exactly what
his basketball future holds.
“I am almost 23 years old and
I have never had to experience
life without basketball,” Strait
said. “There has always been an
opportunity for me at the next
level. Now at this point I am kind
of unsure of what the next step has
to offer.”
Strait said he couldn’t believe
he is already reﬂecting on his
college basketball career.
He said it seems like just
yesterday he was a freshman
stepping onto the court for the ﬁrst
time.
“It kind of sneaks up on you;
I can’t believe I have been here
for four years,” he said. “When
you are going through you don’t
take the time to cherish every
second. When it comes to college
basketball you have to enjoy every
second because it goes by so
fast.”
Strait has made every second
count. The Yakima, Wash., native
is ﬁfth all-time in scoring at UM

with 1,604 points and eighth alltime in career rebounds at 717.
Those marks make Strait one of
the three players in Griz history
to surpass 1,500 points and
700 rebounds, following in the
footsteps of Wayne Tinkle and
Larry Krystkowiak — Strait’s
coaches during his tenure.
Tinkle said he has no doubt that
Strait is leaving a legacy at UM.
“When you talk about points
and rebounds, he has done quite a
bit,” Tinkle said. “It just says a lot
for him because obviously to get
those numbers you have to play
four years. He got himself ready
to play his freshman year, and just
kind of grew and matured each
and every season.
“I think down the road when
you mention his name, consistency
is going to be a word that goes
along with it.”
Montana basketball has seen a
renaissance of sorts during Strait’s
run with the team. Montana made
the NCAA Tournament during
each of Strait’s ﬁrst two years as a
Grizzly. In 2006 UM upset heavily
favored Nevada, due in part to the
play of Strait. Strait scored 22
points and had ﬁve rebounds and
seven assists while matching up
against Nevada star Nick Fazekas,
who was drafted 34th overall in last
year’s NBA Draft.
Strait said it was a great
feeling to get people excited about
Montana basketball again.
“Coach K and Coach Tinks
would say this is how it used to
be,” Strait said referring to the
excitement surrounding Montana
basketball of the 1980s. “Since I
have been here we have had some
great crowds and just to be a part
of that, to lift the program back
up to where it belongs, is pretty
special.”

Shane McMillan / Montana Kaimin

TOP: Senior Andrew Strait looks to pass the ball after a rebound against Northern Colorado last Thursday. Strait
has pulled down 717 rebounds in his four seasons with the Grizzlies.
BOTTOM: Strait waits on the bench to be introduced before last week’s game against Northern Colorado.

Strait said he even surpassed his
own expectations when it comes
to all that he has accomplished at
Montana.
“Coming into Montana as a
freshman if you would have asked
me if I would accomplish all of
this, I would have said ‘no,’” he
said. “I didn’t really have those
expectations. I just wanted to
come in and be part of a team and
have the opportunity to play at this
level.”
Senior guard Matt Martin said
Strait made all the right decisions
and the most of his opportunities.
“He came in here and made a
perfect college decision in going
to a school that ﬁt his system and
his style,” Martin said. “He was
able to blend perfectly into the
system and he has done a lot for
the program.”
Strait said he is satisﬁed with
the choice he made to come to
Montana.
“We’ve had a great time, and I
wouldn’t have wanted to play with
any other group of guys or under
any other coach,” Strait said. “Allin-all it couldn’t have gone any
better.”

And although Strait isn’t sure
what the next level has in store, he
knows that if given the opportunity
he wants to play basketball at the
professional level.
Because he never redshirted,
Strait still needs another year of
school to complete his degree in
human biology. He said although
it isn’t ideal, he might have to put
his basketball career before his
education.
“If you have an opportunity on
the table to go play basketball, you
can’t just put that on hold,” Strait
said. “If that opportunity is there I
am going to take it, knowing that
I will be able to come back and
ﬁnish school later in life.”
Tinkle said although he and
Strait haven’t discussed it, with a
little hard work Strait has what it
takes to make it at the professional
level.
“There are some things he
is going to need to work on
to make himself a little more
multidimensional,” Tinkle said.
“But if he wants it and he works
hard enough, he has shown that up
until this point, he will be able to
See Strait, page 11
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UM students pull double duty
with school, Missoula Maulers
Roman Stubbs
MONTANA KAIMIN
With 15 minutes left on
a Monday morning practice,
Missoula Maulers defenseman
Nate Besich is hustling, as usual.
But it’s almost 8:30, and Besich
isn’t scrambling between the blue
lines, but rather to get off the
ice. His physics class starts at 9
o’clock.
For Besich, this is where the
brain meets the brawn. This is
his life’s neutral zone, where the
collision of a defenseman and
pre-engineer major takes place.
“It’s
pretty
bad,”
said
Besich, 21. “There are deﬁnitely
drawbacks. I usually miss the end
of practice. Sometimes I miss
homework, and when we’re on
the road, I lose time to study.”
Besich, along with team captain
and fellow full-time student James
Wiscombe, is in the gauntlet this
time of year. Missoula’s young
Junior A hockey franchise is
embattled in a playoff series with
the Helena Bighorns, but is also
engaging players like Besich and
Wiscombe into the daunting daily
challenges of being a student
athlete.
But there is no complaining.
Besich is a 5-foot-10, 210- pound
defenseman who is in his second
year of pulling double duty with
school and hockey. Last year, the

Great Falls native played for the who is also a full- time student at
Butte Roughriders while being the University.
enrolled at Montana Tech. His
“I think that I have a hectic
transfer to Missoula hinged on schedule,” Besich said. “But then
his desire to attend UM as well as I think of him and he doesn’t
compete for the infant Maulers, have to deal with the physical
where he has been able to continue aspect of the game, but he has to
playing the game of his past, all worry about so much more with
the while focusing on the game of preparing lines, setting up plays
his future.
and getting our team ready to
“I have played hockey forever, play.”
and I couldn’t give it up,” said
Swearingen,
who
played
Besich, who likely has two college hockey at Wayne
years of school
State
University
remaining
in
Michigan,
before
he
is
a
wildlife
graduates. “I also I have played hockey
biology
major
have the comfort
who
completed
of knowing that forever, and I couldn’t
16 credits last
I am getting give it up.
semester. While he
school out of
hopes to graduate
– Nate Besich,
the way.”
with his degree in
Missoula Maulers May, Swearingen
Maulers
defenseman acknowledges the
head coach Tim
Swearingen
rigor facing the
thinks there is
double duties of
much beneﬁt in balancing the hockey and school.
classroom and the ice.
“It’s a lot,” he said. “I expect
“It’s a challenge,” Swearingen so much out of my players, and
said. “Both Nate and James have simultaneously, my professors
done an exceptional job. I think expect so much from me.”
the fact that they do both speaks to
The organization holds a
their leadership skills, their time requirement for players, stating
management skills. And they’re that they must either be enrolled
dependable. Day in and day out, in school or hold a part-time job
they come to play.”
while off the ice. While Besich
Besich said he has also gained and Wiscombe are the only fullstrength as a student athlete time students at the University of
through observing Swearingen, Montana, the Maulers roster is
full of players with educational
responsibilities. Goalie Aaron
Dehart is a senior at Missoula
Sentinel High School. Defensemen
Chris Clark is currently enrolled
in online courses with his former
school, Bowling Green University
in Ohio. Seventy percent of the
team is either enrolled in part-time
online classes in their respective
home state universities, or at
UM.
The team’s general manager,
Cory Miller, says that high tuition
costs for out-of-state players keeps
many of them from enrolling at
the University.
“They would go to UM in a
heartbeat if the out-of-state tuition
wasn’t so high,” Miller said.
All but three players are from
out of state, with a majority of
the roster hailing from Michigan.

“

”

Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin

UM junior Nate Besich sets up a pass to a teammate in a training drill on Tuesday morning. The Maulers playoff
game this Friday against the Helena Bighorns will decide whether their season comes to an end or not.

There are also two international
players, Tommy Lindholm of
Sweden and Vladlen Kukjan of
Latvia.
Despite the obstacles of juggling
school and hockey, as well as outof-state tuition, the organization
still uses the University of
Montana as a cornerstone for
attracting prospects.
“We use the school as a
recruiting tool,” said Miller, who
adds the team mailed packets
with UM course books to each
potential recruit this fall. “It’s not
the main reason they come here,
but I think they also see that there
are 15,000 kids here, and there’s
an opportunity to be part of a
vibrant community.”
Besich came to be a part of
that vibrant community. But he
also came to extend his career
in hockey, a worthwhile pursuit
according to Swearingen.
“Nate’s a leader on the squad.
He’s not ﬂashy, not a glory

Articles Multimedia

Video

hound,” said Swearingen, who
named Besich an assistant captain
prior to the Helena series. “The
most impressive thing about Nate
is that he has played in every
game but two. In hockey it’s so
common to have ﬁve stitches
above the eyebrow or to get a
puck off the ankle or something,
but he’s never out.”
With
Besich’s
eligibility
forbidding him to return to the
Maulers next season, he admits
hockey may be ending, although
he may look into the possibilities
of prolonging his career at a
Division II or III school.
“I plan on returning to Butte to
ﬁnish my degree, but I’m not sure
right now,” he said.
Certainty of Besich’s future is
another matter for another day.
With a playoff series continuing
this
weekend,
conveniently
tucked into the swarm of midterm
season, he’s got enough on his
plate already.

and more...
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Young UM golf team stays positive about BSC standings
Ben Prez
MONTANA KAIMIN
Practicing outside is nearly
impossible these days for the
University of Montana golf team.
The team, which consists
mostly
of
freshmen
and
sophomores, was predicted to
ﬁnish in the cellar of the Big Sky
Conference, yet the women aren’t
complaining about anything.
After starting their spring
season this past weekend with a
ninth-place ﬁnish at the Northern
Arizona Invitational, the Griz are
shaking off the rust from the break
and preparing for their remaining
tournaments.
“If everything clicks for us
the rest of the way, we could
win the Big Sky Tournament,”
head coach Joanne Steele said.
Steele, who is beginning her
12th season with UM, said she
would consider a top-three ﬁnish

a success, considering that the
team is so young.
Montana was predicted to ﬁnish
seventh out of the nine schools
in the Big Sky Conference, but
Steele said she thinks any of those
ﬁrst seven teams are capable of
ﬁnishing on top.
At last weekend’s tournament
in Sedona, Ariz., the team
ﬁnished with a 36-hole total of
657 to ﬁnish in ninth place out
of the 15 schools participating.
Eastern Michigan won the event,
but the Griz golfers came away
with some positive progress.
Sophomore Jacqueline Olson
shot a ﬁnal-round 76 and tied for
seventh overall in the individual
category to lead the Griz.
“Right now, my philosophy is
to not be afraid of anything out
there, because in golf, fear is your
worst enemy,” Olson said.
Fear could creep into the
minds of the players on a young

Big Sky Conference
ﬁnds seeding error
Big
Sky
Conference
Commissioner Doug Fullerton
apologized Tuesday in a press
release for a seeding mistake
made by the conference last year.
The Big Sky staff found an
error in the seeding of last year’s
women’s basketball Big Sky
Conference Tournament while
conducting research on what to
do about potential tiebreaking
scenarios for the upcoming 2008
competition.
No team was left out of the
tournament last year on account
of the error, and the mistake
did not affect who received a
bye in the quarterﬁnals. It did,
however, have an impact on the
No. 3 and No. 4 spots in the 2007
tournament, Weber State and
Northern Arizona, respectively.
Montana State and Portland State
were both seeded below them in
the ﬁfth and sixth spots.
The mistake was the result
of a misinterpretation of the Big
Sky’s tiebreaking protocol. Ties
are supposed to be determined
by head-to-head competition
between the tied teams before
looking at records against teams
in descending order to break the
tie.

M
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Weber
State,
Northern
Arizona and No. 2 seed Idaho
State all ﬁnished the 2006-2007
season with 11-5 conference
records. Though the press
release did not specify what the
seeding should have been and
Jon Kasper, the conference’s
assistant commissioner for media
relations, could not be reached
for comment Tuesday, the error
could have affected which team
played top-seeded Montana in
the semiﬁnals and which played
Idaho State.
The error wasn’t discovered
until this week, and might never
have been if not for the discussion
of a possibility of a similar threeway tie this year for ﬁfth, sixth
and seventh.
“The tiebreaking procedure
can be complex, even to those
who interpret it,” Fullerton said in
the release. “It went undiscovered
until my staff found the error on
Monday. It is understandable how
this mistake occurred. We will
take extra measures by adding
clearer text and more examples
of tiebreaking situations in the
Conference Code.”
- Kaimin Sports

team like this. But, as they seem
to do with everything, the players
are letting their positive attitudes
drive them.
“We’re deﬁnitely a capable
team, there’s no doubt in my
mind,” Olson said. “Obviously
we have a long way to go, but
that doesn’t mean we can’t attain
success.”
If Montana hopes to join the
upper echelon of teams in the Big
Sky they will have to contend with
the likes of Eastern Washington,
which averaged 305.36 strokes
per round during the fall.
The Griz will have to shoot
better than the mid-300 rounds
they put up at times, and do better
than the ninth, 10th, 11th and 14th
place ﬁnishes they had in the fall
tournaments if they want to get to
that level.
All this aside, the team has
been practicing indoors ﬁve days
a week in the netted practice area

STRAIT
Continued from page 9
ﬁnd a place to play.”
Strait said he is eagerly
anticipating that next step.
“It should be an exciting
experience, but not knowing
where I am going to be, how
much I will be playing or where
my career will end up is kind
of tough,” he said. “But at the
same time, it is just something
you have to agree to, and roll the
dice, do your time and hopefully
you get in a situation where you
can enjoy it as much as you had
in the previous steps.”
Martin said as much as Strait
is leaving a legacy as an athlete,
he is leaving a legacy as a human
being.
“He is a good kid, a good
person, as well as a good
basketball player,” Martin said.
“And I think people remember
that.”
Strait said he believes he will
leave Montana with much more
than just his name in the record
books.
“Your basketball career only
lasts four years but during that
time you meet a lot of people
and develop a lot of relationships
that will last beyond that,” Strait
said. “I think that in terms of the
bigger picture that is the most
important thing.”

at the UM Golf Course and has
been using the new indoor putting
green. But the lack of opportunity
to practice outside limits the Griz
greatly.
“It would be nice to play
outside, but we just have to
embrace what we have,” said
sophomore Carrisa Simmons.
“We have a very positive mindset
right now, and sure, it’s an
advantage to other teams, but
we’ve got to just keep our heads
up.”
Simmons ﬁnished this past
weekend’s tournament in 69th
place overall, but she said the
team is gelling at the right time.
Chemistry must be factored
into any successful team and
Simmons said that this group
of women has plenty. She said
that the team practices all week
together and also hangs out on the
weekends.
She also said that the youth

factor is almost a beneﬁt for the
team because they’re all starting
at the same point and the two
seniors – Anna Maria Jaramillo
and Brittany Williamson – get
along well with everyone.
Although this is important,
when all is said and done, the
results on the scorecard matter,
too.
“We need to stick to our game
plan and take each shot, drive
and putt with conﬁdence without
second guessing ourselves,”
Jaramillo said.
Jaramillo shot a ﬁnal-round
82 on Sunday and said the Griz
can contend for a conference
championship if they are able
to bounce back from failure and
have a collective knowledge that
they can succeed on any given
day.
Up next for the Griz golf team
is the Oregon Invitational in
Eugene on March 24 and 25.
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Failed bomber reaches out to Israelis
Karin Laub
Associated Press
TULKAREM, West Bank – Six
years ago, Shifa al-Qudsi was
plotting to strap on explosives
under a maternity dress and blow
herself up among Israelis. Now
she says she wants to meet them.
Just released from prison at
age 30, the former hairdresser
insists she has no regrets, but says
times have changed. “I hope to
join a peace group,” she says. “I
am ready to talk to Israelis, to get
closer.”
Her startling transformation
mirrors broader changes in
Palestinian society in the West
Bank, where enthusiasm for armed
conﬂict against Israeli occupation
has been eroding.
Al-Qudsi’s story also provides
a glimpse of the motives of a
suicide bomber and how easy
it was at one time for militants
to recruit young Palestinians —
mostly men but also a few women
— for 131 bombings that have
killed hundreds of Israelis.
For al-Qudsi, the personal
appeared to intersect with the
political. While she said she
wanted to avenge the suffering

inﬂicted on Palestinians by Israeli
troops, her former employer said
al-Qudsi also felt depressed and
stigmatized by her divorce.
Interviewed recently in her
parents’ home in the West Bank
city of Tulkarem, al-Qudsi wore a
tailored leather coat, pants, stilettoheeled boots and a headscarf
that seemed more a nod to social
norms than a sign of religious
piety. She appeared conﬁdent and
optimistic.
One of 10 children, she married
a cousin at 16, gave birth to a
daughter, Diana, and divorced
after two years when her husband
took up with another woman.
Returning to her parents’ home
with her daughter, al-Qudsi started
working at a beauty parlor.
Her former boss, Zahwa
Zakallah, described her employees
as a fun-loving group that would
occasionally take day trips,
including several to the beach at
Netanya, an Israeli city 10 miles
west of Tulkarem that would
become al-Qudsi’s target.
Life changed after the uprising
broke out in 2000. As a wave
of bombings and shootings
by Palestinian militant groups
crested, Israeli forces reoccupied
West Bank towns in a major

military
offensive.
Troops
also ringed the headquarters of
Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat, effectively putting him
under house arrest.
Al-Qudsi said she was
increasingly driven by a desire
for revenge, and was particularly
upset by Israel’s humiliation of
Arafat, a Palestinian icon.
In early 2002, her 16-year-old
brother, Mahmoud, was caught
with a suicide belt and sentenced
to 18 years in prison. And a 27year-old West Bank paramedic
became the ﬁrst female suicide
bomber, killing an elderly Israeli
man in Jerusalem.
Al-Qudsi said she sought
contact with the Al Aqsa Martyrs’
Brigades, a violent Fatah offshoot.
She said she was told to reconsider
and come back in a month. She
persisted and was eventually
accepted.
“I was waiting for the moment
I could push the button and see the
bodies ﬂying,” she said.
Her handlers wanted to send
her to the town of Hadera, but alQudsi said she insisted on Netanya
because she knew her way around
the town. She was ﬁtted for a
vest meant to hold 33 pounds of
explosives under the maternity

dress.
The plan was for her to be
accompanied by a male bomber
disguised as an Israeli medic who
would detonate his explosives
minutes after she did, in order to
kill Israeli rescuers.
But informers tipped off
the Israelis and al-Qudsi was
arrested.
Troops barged into her parents’
home one night in April 2002 and
drove her away. She said they beat
her with ﬁsts and riﬂe butts until
she reached the local army lockup.
She quickly confessed, but spent
42 days being questioned about
who else was involved in the plot.
In a plea bargain, an Israeli
military court sentenced her to six
years in prison.
Her lawyer, Khaled Dazuki,
said the sentence was relatively
light because no suicide belt was
found. Dazuki believes the plan
was in its early stages and his
client wouldn’t have gone through
with the attack.
Al-Qudsi described the Israeli
prison as a warren of dirty,
vermin-infested
cells
where
guards sometimes tear-gassed
troublesome inmates, including
herself.
Now she has a job with a

prisoners’ aid group, plans to study
social work, and talks about her
eagerness to tell ordinary Israelis
her story and hear theirs.
She also struggles to explain
her decision to become a bomber.
Asked how she could leave her
young daughter motherless, she
said, “God would have taken care
of her.” Yet she also said the worst
part of being in prison was being
away from her child. She and
Diana, now 13, are inseparable.
The teenager says she’s thankful
her mother is alive, wants nothing
to do with politics, and dreams of
going abroad to study law.
What made her change her
mind after her arrest? She said that
times are different now.
“I’m not sorry about what
happened,”
al-Qudsi
said
deﬁantly. She wanted the world
to know about the suffering of the
Palestinians under occupation, but
said: “At the time, I didn’t think
as a human being. I thought only
of revenge.
“If I had thought it through
better, I might not have made this
decision.”
Associated
Press
writer
Ali Daraghmeh in Tulkarem
contributed to this report.

